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Mo Brown is the Executive Director for the Wyoming Wildlife Heritage Foundation in Cheyenne. Her vision for WY Nonprofits 
is to continue raising awareness about the important role that the nonprofit sector plays in our state and country, and to promote 
opportunities for more individuals to become involved in nonprofit/volunteer efforts.  She is also interested in seeing the study 
on the nonprofit sector in Wyoming made available via the internet and updated on a regular basis as an invaluable tool for 
speaking with others about the nonprofit sector. 
 
Mark Mickelson is a Bank Officer with First Interstate Bank in Jackson.  His vision for WY Nonprofits is to see it equipped to 
provide some of the “home office”  functions such as legal and accounting advice, policy and personnel issues, etc.  He would 
also like to see WY Nonprofits continue to look for solutions to the problem of health insurance for nonprofit employees.  He 
believes that the nonprofit sector needs a strong lead organization to act as a technical resource and a clearinghouse for ideas and 
information. 
 
Cheryl Shero,  is the Executive Director for the Gottsche Rehabilitation Center in Thermopolis, serving in this capacity for six 
years.  She has served on many nonprofit boards in prior years.  She has a great passion for nonprofits and their missions. 
 
George Gault, is the President of the Wyoming Community Foundation in Laramie and was elected to a second term on the WY 
Nonprofits board.  As President of the Wyoming Community Foundation, he was instrumental in organizing the association.  His 
vision is for WY Nonprofits to receive 501(c)3 designation and raise money to hire full-time staff to develop membership and 
provide other resources.  
 
Linda Fleming is the outgoing chair of the Wyoming Game and Fish Commission. She has also served as a Carbon County 
Commissioner and Mayor of Baggs, Wyoming. A long-time teacher and educator, Linda is also active in the Episcopal Diocese 
of Wyoming. As the representative of the Wyoming Association of Churches to Wyoming Nonprofits, she has a good grasp of 
the role of churches and the faith community play in serving the people of Wyoming. 

 
 
 

 
HELP US EXPAND OUR NETWORK ! 

 
 
 
Do you have employees at multiple locations?  Would you like 
to have a copy of the newsletter mailed to them at that location in 
addition to the one sent to your main contact address? 
 
If so, please email us at info@wynonprofit.org with their 
information. 

A PICTURE’S WORTH A THOUSAND WORDS 

We still need pictures of members for the web site, Nonprofit 
newsletter and other publications of WY Nonprofits. 
 

Please email your picture to:  info@wynonprofit.org 
—OR— 
mail it to: 
 Lisa E. Johnson, Coordinator 
 c/o Compass Communications 
 PO Box 115 
 LaGrange, WY  82221 

Have you visited our web site lately? 
www.wynonprofit.org 

The web site has been upgraded and improved! 
The updated navigation bar  makes the web site more user  fr iendly! 

 
Check out the Resources page and the new tools section. Click on the drop-down menu to find examples in the areas of strategic 
planning, fundraising, board development, and more. Please send us examples to post that you'd like to share with other members, or 
e-mail a question, and we'll research a solution and add new tools. 
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At the 3rd Annual Wyoming Nonprofit Day at the 
Legislature (January 16, 2007) attendees participated in a 
discussion of the three national priorities (from the National 
Nonprofit Congress – 2006) and provided input on how the 
Wyoming Association of Nonprofit Organizations could 
address the priorities at a state, regional or local level. The 
results of the discussion are provided below and will be 
considered by the board to formulate goals for Wyoming. 
This information is posted on the web at 
www.wynonprofit.org and will be shared with the national 
Nonprofit Congress. 
 
What steps should be taken as a state association to 
address the following national pr ior ities . . . 
 
Organizational Effectiveness 

� � Training, Leadership Development Program 
� � Organize meeting with funders to discuss “ funding 

operations”  
� � Develop a product – database of all nonprofits in state, by 

county 
� � Collaboration 
� � Growing participation in WY Nonprofits; stay connected 

quarterly (locally or regionally) [agenda and meals] 
� � Funding 

�  Fundraising skills (sources of funding and how to 
ask) 

�  Funding for operational expenses (many grant 
funders don’ t want to pay for “overhead”) 

�  Data collection (for grant writing) 
�  Sustainable funding 

� � Wyoming Nonprofit Hotline 
� � Quality staffing, retaining staff 

�  (i.e. housing) 
�  Education, staff development 
�  Employee benefits, livable wage 

 
Public Awareness 

� � Media, web site, linking nonprofits 
� � Marketing (identify roles, credibility) 
� � Public education, support for programs Information about 

the services of nonprofit sector – including by discipline 
� � Public relations – publicizing events 
� � Sector newsletter, web page 
� � Speak to organizations, churches, civic groups, local 

leaders. Time and effort required to do it well takes away 
from client services. Reconcile this with donors? 

� � Each member making a commitment to promote the sector 
in addition to our mission 

� � It’s all about relationships 
 
Advocacy 

� � Advocacy training, education about the legislative process 
� � Have a consistent message 
� � Increase effective communication with the legislature 

 

At the Business Meeting held on January 15th, WY Nonprofits 
adopted the following  legislative agenda. 
 
Recommended Issues to Suppor t: 
State funding for an interim study on universal health care; state 
funding for cities, towns and counties to develop publicly-owned 
infrastructure that can support workforce housing; and state 
funding for a quality child care system which includes facilities, 
a quality rating system, professional development and family 
scholarships. 
 
Recommended Issues to Monitor : 
Workforce development, including investing in the facilities and 
programs at community colleges and increasing the Workforce 
Training Fund with the Dept. of Workforce Services; increased 
funding for the Cultural Trust Fund; and funding for nonprofits. 
 

Wyoming Association of Nonprofit Organizations 
ListServ Instructions 

 

As requested at the business meeting on Jan. 15, 2007, we’d like 
to provide more details about a valuable member service.  A 
Listserv allows us to forward timely information to the 
membership and also provides a forum for discussion among 
members and standing committees. 

As a member of Wyoming Nonprofits, your e-mail address has 
already been added to the general membership listserv as a 
subscriber. Subscribers to the general membership listserv are 
added by the moderator as an exclusive benefit to paid members. 
To add others from your organization to the list, simply e-mail 
the names, titles and e-mail addresses that you would like to add. 

Here are some important instructions for participating in the 
listserv. 

1. To have something posted to the general membership 
listserv, send a message to: info@wynonprofit.org. 

2. I f  y o u  r ec ei v e a messag e f r o m 
listserv@wynonprofit.org please be aware that your 
reply will automatically be sent to all members. This is 
a useful tool as an online forum, but please be certain 
that your reply is meant for everyone. Specific requests 
for the coordinator should be sent to the e-mail address 
at the bottom of this page. 

Sending an email to STServ@wynonprofit.org with one of the 
following commands in the body of the email will perform the 
command listed.  

Unsubscr ibe listserv@wynonprofit.org - Removes your 
email address from the subscribers list for the mailing list. 

Set mode digest listserv@wynonprofit.org - Sets your 
email address to receive emails in digest mode, which will 
send all messages for the list combined into one email at 
regular intervals. 

Help listserv@wynonprofit.org - Replies to the email with 
the contents of the Help File for this list. 
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The Bir th of a Nonprofit Movement   

Copyright �  2006   Tim Delaney 

     During the past year, dozens of Wyoming nonprofits 
quietly collaborated with nonprofits across America to birth 
a grassroots movement to strengthen nonprofits. 

 
     This unprecedented nationwide movement – known as 
the “Nonprofit Congress”  – began with circulation of a 
Declaration for America’s Nonprofits.  Thousands of 
citizens from every state in the Union signed it, “calling for 
an unprecedented initiative to unite nonprofits for greater 
visibility, influence…so they, in turn, may help strengthen 
local communities and our entire nation.”  

 
     Next, nonprofits gathered at 117 Town Halls in 42 states 
to share their dreams, concerns, and insights.  Wyoming 
helped lead the way when the Wyoming Association of 
Nonprofit Organizations sponsored one  of the first Town 
Halls in connection with its annual Nonprofit Day at the 
Legislature this past March. Wyoming participants came 
from tiny neighborhood groups and large institutions, small 
towns and larger cities, and the full spectrum of nonprofits, 
from arts to faith-based and environmental to human 
services.   

 
     That Town Hall proved powerful. It built bridges 
between Wyoming nonprofits; many had never met and 
were delighted to learn they shared similar values and 
concerns.  The Town Hall also connected Wyoming 
nonprofits to the national movement by discussing the same 
topics nationwide so sector-wide trends could be identified.   

 
     Thus, participants in Wyoming’s early Town Hall helped 
identify the sector’s common values by shaping a 
nationwide survey asking nonprofits to select the top values 
that guide their work. Survey respondents identified the 
following as the sector’s guiding principles:  dedication to 
the betterment of the communities we serve; commitment to 
serve others; ethics and integrity; and being catalysts for 
change and innovation. 

 
     Wyoming’s Town Hall participants also helped set 
priorities for the nonprofit sector to advance. In the past, the 
nation’s 1.5 million nonprofits have operated largely from 
separate silos, diluting their impact.  The Nonprofit 
Congress movement believes that if nonprofits converge on 

a few key priorities, then the sector can make lasting 
change. 
 
     To select those key priorities, almost 400 nonprofit 
delegates from 47 states met recently in Washington, D.C.  
Their task: narrow the seven possible priorities identified by 
Town Hall participants to the top three on which all 
nonprofits should focus their energies.   
 
     At the national meeting, delegates deliberated the seven 
options before voting to select the following three priorities 
for all nonprofits to advance:  advocacy, organizational 
effectiveness, and public awareness. 

 
     Advocacy 
     Nonprofits have a constitutional right and moral 
obligation to speak up for the constituents and  
communities they serve. Yet for decades nonprofits have 
shied away from lobbying for fear of having their tax-
exempt status revoked. Delegates at the national meeting 
resolved that nonprofits need to reclaim their voices, both to 
promote democracy and to advance their missions.   
 
     Organizational Effectiveness 
     The nonprofit sector must maintain the public’s trust.  
Therefore, delegates voted to have all nonprofits focus on: 
(1) accountability and best practices, to ensure “ the 
nonprofit sector is accountable, responsive, and operates 
efficiently,”  and (2) leadership, so “ the nonprofit sector has 
effective and strong leadership with a focus on mission.”  

 
     Public Awareness  
     The nonprofit sector has incredible stories to tell:  from 
how it touches the lives of every person in Wyoming to how 
it strengthens local communities.     Yet lack of public 
awareness hurts the sector’s ability to serve.  Therefore, 
delegate called for increasing “public understanding and 
support so nonprofits can do their best work.”  

*    *    *  
     Now is the time for Americans who care about 
nonprofits – board members, staff members, funders, 
volunteers, and others – to step forward and join this 
unprecedented movement to strengthen nonprofits and the 
constituents, communities, and causes they serve. 

Tim Delaney, who leads the nonprofit Center for Leadership, Ethics & Public Service and serves on the national Steering 
Committee of the Nonprofit Congress, traveled to Cheyenne to facilitate the Wyoming Town Hall for the Wyoming Association of Nonprofit 
Organizations. For more information about the Nonprofit Congress, please visit www.nonprofitcongress.org. 
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You can register for these classes by contacting 
Faith Initiatives of Wyoming at: 

307307--634634--78787878  
—OR— 

www.fiwy.orgwww.fiwy.org  
—OR— 

email at   register@fiwy.orgemail at   register@fiwy.org  
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Community Foundation of Jackson Hole 

Jonah Bank of Wyoming 

Wildlife Heritage Foundation of Wyoming  

Wyoming Community Foundation 

Wyoming Chapter - National Association of  
Housing  

& Redevelopment Officials 

Serve Wyoming 
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Compass Communications, Delta Dental,   
Wyoming Independent Living Rehabilitation, Inc.�


